“China in the Middle East: A ‘New
Great Game’ or ‘Strategic Necessity’?”
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Dr. Christopher Yung is the Donald Bren Chair of Non-Western Strategic Thought at Marine Corps University (MCU). In this
capacity he serves as the Director of East Asian Studies for MCU, and lectures across the schools within MCU on topics related
to China and East Asian Security. He conducts research primarily on issues related to Chinese defense and foreign policy. He is
a former Senior Research Fellow and Deputy Director at the Center for the Study of Chinese Military Affairs, Institute for
National Strategic Studies, National Defense University. In that capacity Dr. Yung provided insights and counsel for the Office of
Secretary of Defense, the Joint Staff, the Intelligence Community, and the Combatant Commanders concerning Asian defense
and strategic issues. Dr. Yung has been the author, editor, and contributor to numerous books, articles and monographs on
China’s defense and foreign policies and on its naval and military power. Most recently he is the co-author of Not An Idea We
Have to Shun: Chinese Overseas Basing Requirements in the Twenty First Century (NDU Press, Oct 2014). Prior to his entering
into government service, Dr. Yung was a Senior Research Analyst at the Center for Naval Analyses. In addition to Dr. Yung’s
China related work, he has direct operations analysis experience with the US Navy operating forces (Amphibious Group Two), a
Marine Corps component command (Marine Corps Forces Atlantic), and Pentagon staffs (the Navy Staff’s Assessment Division
(N81) and Politico-Military Affairs Division (N52)). Dr. Yung holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from the Paul H. Nitze
School of Advanced International Studies at the Johns Hopkins University. He also holds an M.A. in East Asian and China
Studies from the same institution. He received language certificates in Mandarin Chinese from Columbia University and the
Beijing Foreign Language Teacher’s Institute.

Thursday, 20 October 2016, 1330-1500

Warner Hall, Lecture Hall 3
3079 Moreell Ave, MCB Quantico

For more information about the MES AY 2017 Lecture Series, or to RSVP, please contact Adam C Seitz,
Senior Research Associate for Middle East Studies at MCU, at (703) 432-5260 or adam.seitz@usmcu.edu.



