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Dr. Zeinab Abul-Magd is an associate professor of Middle Eastern history at Oberlin College and the American
University in Cairo. She received her PhD in history and political economy and MA in Arab Studies from
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., and BA in political sciences from Cairo University, Egypt. She published
a series of short studies on the Egyptian military and its economic enterprises, including “The Egyptian Republic of
Retired Generals” at Foreign Policy, "The Generals' Secret: Egypt's Ambivalent Market" on Sada of Carnegie
Endowment, "Egypt's Mock Authoritarianism" at the Atlantic Council, and "The Army and the Economy in Egypt"
on Jadaliyya. She published reports on the Egyptian military at several European think tanks, including the Bonn
International Center for Conversion (BICC) in Germany, the Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI) in Norway, the
International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in the United Kingdom, and the Italian Institute for International
Political Studies (ISPI) in Italy. Furthermore, she writes occasional columns in Arabic published in many Egyptian
newspapers, including al-Masry al-Youm, Egypt Independent and al-Tahrir. Her latest book is titled Imagined
Empires: A History of Revolt in Egypt (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013). Her forthcoming book on
the Egyptian military institution is titled Militarizing the Nation: Army, Business, and Revolution in Egypt, 1952-
2015 (New York: Columbia University Press, forthcoming early 2016).
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