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This is the third lecture in a series being hosted by the Middle East Studies at Marine Corps University 

entitled “Framing the Iranian Challenge”. 

 

Dr. Anthony H Cordesman holds the Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy at CSIS. He is also a national secu-

rity analyst for ABC News. He is a recipient of the Department of Defense Distinguished Service Med-

al. He has led numerous studies on national missile defense, asymmetric warfare and weapons of mass 

destruction, critical infrastructure protection, U.S. security policy, energy policy, and Middle East poli-

cy.  Dr. Cordesman has formerly served as national security assistant to Senator John McCain of the Sen-

ate Armed Services Committee, as director of intelligence assessment in the Office of the Secretary of 

Defense, and as civilian assistant to the deputy secretary of defense.  He directed the analysis of the les-

sons of the October War for the Secretary of Defense in 1974. He has served in numerous other govern-

ment positions, including at the U.S. Department of State and on the NATO International Staff. Dr. 

Cordesman served as director of policy and planning for resource applications at the Department of En-

ergy. He has had numerous foreign assignments including posts in Lebanon, Egypt, and Iran, and has 

worked extensively in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. His most recent publications include Iranian Weapons 

of Mass Destruction: The Birth of a Regional Nuclear Arms Race? (Praeger, 2009; with Adam C Seitz) 

and Saudi Arabia: National Security in a Troubled Region (Praeger, 2009).   
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For more information about the MES Iran Lecture Series, or to RSVP, please contact Adam C Seitz, Sen-

ior Research Associate MES at MCU, at (703) 432-5260 or seitzac@grc.usmcu.edu. 
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